Successful Summer Roundup …

October
2017

Thanks to everyone who came out & our wonderful sponsors!

O

n September 13th, IWA wrangled a few rafting buds for a cold brew at

Payette Brewing in Boise for the Annual Summer Roundup. The Board
corralled some awesome raffle and silent auction items thanks to our
outstanding sponsors.

Payette Brewing generously donated 20% of all tap pours to
IWA for the evening.
If your herd was tied up that night, no worries! We plan to
saddle up and make this the Annual Summer

Roundup!

Thoughts from the President:
While sorting, cleaning and stowing my river gear for the season, I look back on another
incredible year on the rivers of Idaho.
Lucky enough to get on multi-day permit trips with old and new friends or spending days
running one of our local rivers, I am reminded of how privileged we are to live where such
opportunities are so abundant. A great community of like-minded members who support
the IWA help make the experience that much better.
Serving the last 6 months as President of the association has been an honor and a great
learning experience, but coming this fall I will be out of commission due to some elective
surgery and have chosen to pass the baton. With the approval of the Board at our next
formal meeting in October, Cris Riggs has agreed to take over as president. Please welcome
Cris to the office and remember, without the support and work of all IWA members, the
organization cannot continue as a viable entity.
I will remain on the board and hope to be back to 100% by the spring thaw!
Scott Laxson
IWA Board of Directors
Members’ Meeting November 1st at AIRE
Our first members’ meeting of the season will be held at AIRE.
Social starts at 6:30 p.m. with the program starting at 7:00.
Courtney Smart will share stories of guiding on
Idaho's rivers and present her new cookbook,
River Food - A Collection of Recipes from the
Middle Fork and Main Salmon Rivers.

Dinner will be provided. Bring your own beverage.
Please bring your chair.

Remember to show your
support for Idaho's rivers.
Get your Wild Rivers Plate
today!

We look forward to seeing you all there!

2021 Wilson Lane
Meridian, ID 83642
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Besides you’ll be a cool cat
with your cool plate!
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Lessons We Need to Learn and Apply
By Howard Miller
This year was an amazing display of what Mother Nature can dish out. The winter brought
record snowfall that inevitably resulted in a high water year for Idaho's rivers. Spring boating in
those high flows is a lot of fun, and an increasing number of people are running rivers as soon
as they are thawed out and the water begins to rise. Those early-season boaters are prepared
by rigging for the flip and dressing for the swim. That's one of the common safety messages
whitewater boaters should heed. Another is "Know Before You Go." The Spring high water also
changes the rivers, and after a year like 2017, we have to expect the rivers to be different.
There can be logs across the entire river, which is common to see on the Grand Jean section of
the South Fork Payette. The South Fork Boise experienced huge changes this year, including a
huge log jam. There was a river-wide log in Swirly Canyon this year that posed a hazard at high
flows. The most noticed change this year was the new hole in Go Left on the Main Payette. That
hole caught a lot of people by surprise, but it should not have. The difference between those
examples is that the Main Payette is floated by huge numbers of people who may not have the
experience that floaters who run the Grand Jean or SF Boise have. Boaters have come to view
the Main Payette as a "safe or easy" float. But it needs to be respected like any stretch of river.
After a water year like this, we need to anticipate there will be changes in the rivers and spend
some time scouting. Look for strainers and sweepers along the bank from trees falling. Log jams
can form from all the debris floating down the river. And in the case of Go Left, rocks can shift
or new rocks may roll into the river. All this reinforces the old saying, Know Before You Go. The
Main Payette is an easy scout along the highway. Much of it can be seen while driving to the
put-in. (Hopefully with a passenger doing the scouting!) Stop on your way up and look at not
only the rapids but at the sections of river that cannot be seen from the car. You can also keep
an eye on social media and follow the IWA Facebook page. We try to post updates of hazards as
we hear of them. On a river like the Main Payette, you should not be surprised by a new hazard
at the top of a class 3 rapid you are about to drop into. So remember and apply these safety
messages: Rig For The Flip, Dress For The Swim, and Know Before You Go.

Upcoming IWA Events Join us for all the fun!
EVENT
Adopt A Highway Clean up
Member Meeting
Member White Elephant Christmas Party
Annual Member Meeting & Election
Annual Dutch Oven Cookoff
Member Meeting & River Predictions
Movie Night
Spring Equipment Sale
Adopt a Highway Cleanup
Lochsa River Madness
Safety Saturday

DATE
10/7/17
11/1/17
12/6/17
1/10/18
2/7/18
3/7/18
4/5/18
TBD
5/12/18
5/26-5/28/18
7/14/18

LOCATION
Beehive Take Out
AIRE Factory Store
Idaho River Sports
Cascade River Gear
Cascade River Gear
AIRE Factory Store
Idaho River Sports
Expo Idaho??!!
Beehive Take Out
Wilderness Gateway
Banks Put-In

Whitewater Boaters Learn Safety Skills on the Main Payette
By: Cris Riggs & Kevin Jones

As members of the Idaho Whitewater Association, you may know that Safety Saturday is a free
Community Event held annually each July. It’s IWA’s day to provide free hands-on whitewater
safety skills to the community. Boaters came from all over to take advantage of the safety stations
along the banks of the Main Payette. At each station, boaters earned zip ties for participating in the
stations. Each zip tie was good for one free raffle ticket at take out, where Scotty had the grill fired up
for a free lunch at Beehive. Thanks to our sponsors, we handed out some awesome prizes!
This year we were successful in getting AIRE to be onsite for a life jacket fitting. I, Cris Riggs,
helped with this station. It was very rewarding to know that we may have actually saved a few lives
that day and perhaps for several seasons. As mentioned in our previous newsletter, IWA purchased a
few youth NRS PFDs that we gave away to kids who showed up to get on the river in a less than
acceptable PFD. Sara and I swapped out several flat water jackets and educated the kids and their
parents about the importance of wearing an actual whitewater PFD … literally gave us goose bumps!!
I’ve since then seen a few on the river! AIRE loaned a new jacket to an older kid, which he returned
at the end of his run to an IWA volunteer. This was honestly my first time attending IWA’s Safety
Saturday. I thoroughly enjoyed that hot July day in the parking lot!
Other stations included a Safety Talk … how to manage your paddle
crew. Johnny did a great job! All ages were interested in what he had
to share with them. His safety talk included things like hand signals,
how to hold your paddle, how to get your passengers back into the
boat properly in an effort not to injure a shoulder while pulling them
back in. It was a huge success at the Safety Talk station. Next year
we plan to have cue cards available to take with you.
The rope tying and rescue throw bag station at this year’s Safety Saturday was a huge success as well.
Thanks to Jamie Wright, Shelly Coleman and Kevin
Jones, we had a huge turnout of boaters that stopped
by on their way down the Main Payette on a hot and
sunny Saturday afternoon in July. The whitewater
enthusiasts that joined us at our station learned how
to tie several of the most common knots used by
whitewater boaters. During the day, we had different
skill levels stop at our station. Boaters also
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participated as rescue swimmers retrieving and throwing the rescue bags. They were also taught how
to repack the rescue throw bag after throwing it.
The Flip & SUP Education Station was decked out thanks to Adrianna
& Jojo. Hawaiian was the theme—rumor has it next year there will be
a contest for the best decor on the river! Several participants showed up
to take advantage of the skills shared by our volunteers, Harlan & Jesse.
After taking part in flipping the boat, most boaters stayed to chat and
enjoy the afternoon with the crew at the station. It was a very successful
station! Next year we are hopeful to add Kayak safety as part of this
beach stop along the Payette River.
We owe a special thank you to volunteers Jolene and Stephanie for
working the first aid booth and bandaging a boater’s wound!
We look forward to next summer’s event!! We
are hopeful to have a few more vendors on site
providing safety information and demonstrations.
Watch Facebook and the website for details.
Thanks to everyone who participated in this
year’s event!
SYOTR, IWA

Outfitters vs. Privates?
By Howard Miller

It doesn't always have to be one vs. the other. On a recent float down the Main Payette
we were floating at lazy pace when a long line of Bear Valley Outfitters boats passed
us above a rapid. We let them know that we would pull over so that we wouldn't be in
the middle of their group running Mix Master. They said, “thank you,” and passed by
as we all had a great float. Later, we and one other single raft private boater arrived at
Beehive at the same time as the Bear Valley group. Recognizing that we needed help,
the guides from Bear Valley pitched in to help carry our boats and gave us a ride back
to Banks for the shuttle. So a big shout out to Bear Valley Rafting Co. A little kindness
and cooperation can go a long ways.
We would like to thank the makers of the CanShell for supporting IWA! These can holders
work great for securing your beverage safely while dropping into a raging rapid!

thecanshell@gmail.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING SPONSORS!

Our Mission
The purpose of the Idaho Whitewater Association, Inc. (hereafter, IWA) shall be to promote the appreciation,
understanding, and safe recreational use of the whitewater river resources within the State of Idaho among its
members and the general public, and to inform the members of issue affecting whitewater rivers and their use. In
essence, the IWA is for whitewater boaters and paddlers, who have a passion and experience in whitewater and
others who desire to explore that passion.

Our Board of Directors
Scotty Laxson
Howard Miller
Cris Riggs
Phil Compton
Ann Wood
JoJo Simón
Teresa Roundy
Kevin Jones
Adrianna Mahoney
Shaun Reid
Tyson Stellrecht
There are open positions
on the Board that can be
filled at any time. If you
have an interest in
helping IWA remain a
strong organization,
please consider
volunteering some time.

If you have questions, comments, compliments or even
complaints, please contact a member of the Board. You can
find email info on our web page for each Board member. Or
you can send e-mails to contact@idahowhitewater.net.
The 2017 Board of Directors has been working very hard this
year. Cris Riggs did an outstanding job of putting together
the Payette Round Up with help from Teresa Roundy,
Adrianna Mahoney, and Jojo Simon. They really made it a
great event, and all the members who showed up made it a
profitable evening!
Our web page has undergone many upgrades this year due
to the hard work of Board member Kevin Jones. Hopefully
you find it a more useful site. We have lots more to do and
any suggestions or help from web designers is appreciated.
If you like what IWA is doing and want to help make it even
better, please consider joining the Board of Directors.
Elections are held in January for a 12-month term.
Visit www.Idahowhitewater.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Post Office Box 6135 – Boise, ID 83707

First member meeting of the season!
November 1st at AIRE
2021 E Wilson Ln in Meridian

Note: Please check your renewal date above your name. IWA is only as strong as our
members and we need you!

Check one:

JOIN!! IWA Annual Membership Dues

 New Membership

$20 Individual / $25 Family

 Renewal

MEMBERS! PLEASE VERIFY YOUR
INFORMATION FOR OUR RECORDS

Name(s):
Street:
City, State, ZIP
Phones: (_____)_________________Cell (_____)______________Other
Email Address:
Check one:

 Individual Membership ($20)
 Family Membership ($25) - # in Household _________

I am interested in Volunteering

Spring Equipment Sale
Safety Saturday
 Other

Adopt-a-Highway
Board of Directors
Lochsa River Madness

Please Check ALL that apply:
 Raft
 Cataraft
 Canoe-whitewater
 Canoe-touring
 Kayak- whitewater
 Kayak-touring
 Kayak-inflatable
 SUP
 Other:

Social Media/Newsletter
Sponsoring IWA
Guest Speaker

